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LORD OF THE FLY CATCHERS

WOUNDS OF THE PAST ARE STILL FRESH

A do-it-yourself fly catching method solved the Tavern at
Bayboro’s summer-long fly problem. Owner Tom Herzhauser
estimates he trapped around 100,000 dead flies while using a
makeshift fly trap commonly used by fishermen.

Whether President of the United States, or student body
president of a small university in the Tampa Bay area, your
words matter. When USFSP president David Thompson saw
events unfold in Charlottesville, Virginia, he was speechless.
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Ex-VP elect Campus gears up for one of the largest classes so far
sues school Biggest Week of
over assault Welcome yet
claims
By Brianna Rodriguez
Contributor

A

Class of 2021 will be one of USFSP’s largest
freshman classes to date. 200 freshmen joined
over the summer and another 450 began today.
That’s a whopping 650 new Bulls!

By Timothy Fanning
tfanning@mail.usf.edu

For more WOW events, see page 7

A

former
Student
Government leader says
he was kicked
out of school in
May after he was Goetz claims
he was denied
found guilty of
sexually assault- ‘due process’
ing a female student in his
dormitory room.
Now he is suing the university,
contending that the charges were
false and he was denied due
process in contesting them.
In his suit, filed June 28 in Pinellas Circuit Court, the student
asks the court to overturn his
expulsion and remove a cloud
over his future.
“Although I am not looking to
ever re-enroll at USF, an expulsion will effectively end my
journey anywhere else,” he says
in documents included in the
lawsuit. “I will lose all opportunities to obtain a good education
as well as to pursue my dream of
going to law school.”
The lawsuit does not name
him, calling him John Doe, but
it says he resigned from Student
Government last spring after he
was elected vice president of
the student body.
That would be Samuel Goetz,
then 19, whose resignation on
April 17 – just seven weeks
after he was elected – caught
Student Government by surprise and forced president-elect
David Thompson to name a
new vice president.
Goetz, who is now attending
college elsewhere, declined to
comment on the lawsuit.
Dean of Students Jacob Diaz,
who upheld a university conduct board’s decision to expel
Goetz, declined to discuss the
case with The Crow’s Nest,
citing the pending lawsuit.
But documents in the lawsuit
spell out the reasons the university board decided to expel Goetz.
The board concluded that
Goetz was guilty of non-consensual sexual contact and non-consensual intercourse.
“(Goetz) does not deny that
See “LAWSUIT” on P2
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Welcome Bulls: On Saturday, students gathered on Harbor Lawn for a free BBQ. There were also multiple inflatable
activities, leader games and a DJ. WOW events are meant to give students a chance to get to know each other.

s students move in
and prepare for the
first day of class, USF
St. Petersburg’s community
comes together to welcome
the newcomers in a series
of exciting and engaging
weekend events.
Harborside Activities Board
(HAB), Campus Recreation,
Student Government and many
other organizations put together
numerous activities for the
annual Week of Welcome, a
week of events to give students
a chance to get to know one
another on campus.
“Meeting new people and
getting more familiar with
the school is what it is all
about,” said biology freshmen,
Katherine Lachcik.
The first event, a back-toschool bingo and residents
life ice cream social, took
place Friday. Sponsored by the
Residence Hall Association and
HAB, students had the chance
to socialize, eat ice cream, play
bingo and win free groceries.
On Saturday, students
See “WOW” on P5

Admins inquire about newspaper, oversight in question
By Timothy Fanning
tfanning@mail.usf.edu
and Dinorah Prevost
dinorah@mail.usf.edu

T

he new University Student
Center was opening five
years ago when The
Crow’s Nest began publishing
stories that raised questions
about the way the facility was
being financed.
The reaction of university
administrators was quick and fierce.
Editors Christopher Guinn and
Ren LaForme went to the Tampa
campus expecting to conduct
follow-up interviews on the
financing issue.
But when they got there, they
said, they found themselves
surrounded by half a dozen
college officials who heatedly
took issue with their reporting and
lectured them on the difference
between fact and opinion.
“In that conversation, we
pushed back and said we would
keep doing it because we think
there is something here,” said
LaForme, who is now the digital
tools reporter for the Poynter

Institute, a school for journalists
in St. Petersburg. “But having
two people in their 20s, sitting
at a conference table at the top
of a building in Tampa with
administrators around us, it was
very much an intimidation tactic.”
That scene – student journalists
butting heads with college
administrators – has played out
repeatedly on American college
campuses in recent years.
At some schools, student
editors have found their budgets
cut, their public records requests
ignored or their advisers fired, or
all three, and some disputes have
ended up in court.
In recent months, the debate has
returned to USF St. Petersburg.
At issue is a proposal to
put The Crow’s Nest, which
is largely independent, under
the control of the Department
of Journalism and Digital
Communication.
That approach was raised by
top university administrators and
Student Government President
David Thompson, who say it
might improve the paper and
enhance educational opportunities

for journalism students.
But the journalism department
doesn’t want that responsibility,
according to its chair, Deni Elliott,
and journalism professors agree it
is best to leave the paper under the
control of student editors.
Several former Crow’s Nest
editors-in-chief also oppose the

proposal, which they fear is a
ploy to try to rein in skeptical,
sometimes unflattering, coverage
of the university administration
and Student Government.
“The paper has always been
and was always meant to be a
See “ADMINS” on P4
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Educational Opportunities: Journalism Chair Deni Elliott invited Frank
LoMonte, a journalist-turned-lawyer Aug. 14 to speak to students, faculty and
administrators about the role and responsibilities of student journalists.
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LAWSUIT, continued from P1
the sexual contact and sexual intercourse occurred,” the
board found.
“He also admits to ‘fake
crying’ to try to make the other
student feel better about what
happened and to ‘console her.’”
The board also found that
the woman – called Jane Roe
to protect her identity – tried to
decline intercourse with Goetz
by repeatedly telling him no.

A national debate
The expulsion and lawsuit
come at a time of renewed national debate over sexual assault
on America’s college campuses.
During the administration of
Barack Obama, the U.S. Department of Education warned

the university.
In May 2014, Darren Lasso
was arrested on sexual battery charges and kicked out of
school after he assaulted a female student in her dorm room.
Lasso, who faced up to 15
years in prison if convicted,
later pleaded guilty to a lesser
charge of felony battery. He was
sentenced to five years’ probation and ordered to perform 100
hours of community service and
pay $1,334 in court costs.
Through his attorney, he expressed remorse for his behavior.
According to USFSP’s annual
security and fire safety report,
there were four reported cases
of rape on campus from in 2013
- 2015. Data that would reflect

COURTESY OF MICHAEL VADON| WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Questioning Preponderance: Betsy DeVos, the secretary of education, has signaled she may reconsider the Obama guidelines.

that campus sexual assaults
had become a major problem.
It directed school officials to
crack down on alleged sexual
offenders or risk losing some
federal funds.
The Obama administration
also ordered that sexual assault
complaints should be investigated using a “preponderance
of evidence” standard. That is a
lower burden of proof than the
“clear and convincing evidence”
standard previously used by
many schools and the “beyond a
reasonable doubt” standard used
in criminal courts.
In recent weeks, Betsy
DeVos, the new secretary of
education in the administration
of Donald Trump, has signaled
that she would reconsider the
Obama era guidelines. Critics
of the guidelines say they go
too far, creating a bias against
students accused of assault.
“I think that on one level it
makes sense that the Office of
Civil Rights (in the Department
of Education) should be calling
into question things like ‘how
are we providing the process
and what is the most fair for all
parties involved,’” said Dean
Diaz. “To me this is part and
parcel of having any new presidential administration in place.
I think those accused should
question the (Obama-era) policy. It’s in their right to question
how this is being applied in
both an academic institution as
well as legally.”
The Goetz case marks the
second time in three years that
a student accused of sexual
assault has been expelled by

cases reported last year isn’t
available until Oct. 1.
The annual security report
reflects any cases reported to campus security or a
campus authority, and does
not include incidents of rape
reported anonymously.
Student, faculty and staff
safety is a high priority for
the university, Diaz told The
Crow’s Nest.
“I make it a point to tell students and their families that we
take safety and security very
seriously,” said Diaz. “What
that looks like on campus is we
have 350 video cameras, a state
sworn police department that is
available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. We want every
student, faculty and staff mem-

THE CROW’S NEST
ber to feel like they can invest
in their education in a safe way.
Our role is to be as responsive
and diligent as possible in responding to any incidents that
get in the way of that.”
Differing accounts
The victim in Goetz’s case
reported the assault to the university but did not file criminal
charges against him.
According to documents
in Goetz’s lawsuit against
the university, the incident
happened during the evening
of Sept. 28, 2016, and early
morning of Sept. 29.
The woman encountered
Goetz in the dorm room of
two of her friends, then later
accepted his invitation to come
to his room to “cuddle.”
They began kissing, according to the documents, and – at
his urging over the course of
several hours – she consented
to digital penetration. She also
asked him to put on a condom.
In the hours after the incident, Goetz and the woman
traded text messages and Goetz
seemed to offer an apology.
“I didn’t want you (to)
have sex, it hurt and I was
scared,” she wrote.
“I know,” she said he
replied. “I’m sorry. I pushed
things I really didn’t have any
intention of making you do
anything you didn’t want to. I
misread a lot of signals.”
At that point, their accounts differ.They both say
he had intercourse.
He says he did not “force
or coerce her to engage in
sexual intercourse … Every
moment of my encounter with
(the woman) was consensual. When she expressed that
she was uncomfortable with
anything that we were doing, I
immediately stopped.”
But she denies that. She says
she repeatedly told him no
and he persisted. At one point
during the assault, she says, he
pressed her body against a wall.
On Oct. 5, six days after their
encounter, the woman called the
university’s anonymous hotline
to report an assault, and on Nov.
16, she filed a formal complaint,
saying the sexual interactions
“went further than she anticipat-

Speak Up!
We want to hear your thoughts on this story. Did
the university handle the case correctly? Should the
student newspaper cover sexual assault? Are Obama
era policies fair to both parties in Title XI cases?
Continue this dicussion at http://crowsneststpete.com

ed or gave consent to.”
On Nov. 23, she and a campus
victim advocate went to the
dean’s office to “clarify the contents of her written complaint.”
When Goetz was advised of
the charges, documents show,
he was not suspended. But he
was ordered to have no contact
with the woman.
He appeared for an interview
with university officials on Dec.
16, hired a lawyer and provided
a written statement denying the
allegations on Jan. 4. After a
hearing on May 3, a university conduct board – a panel of
students and faculty members
– found him guilty of “non-consensual sexual contact.”
Diaz, the dean of students,
accepted the board’s findings
and expelled Goetz on May 10,
then denied Goetz’s subsequent
appeal on May 31.
Making his case
In pleading his case with university officials, and now in his
lawsuit, Goetz contends that he
was railroaded.
A few hours after the encounter in his dorm room, he says, the
woman invited him to breakfast.
After breakfast with two others,
he says, they strolled over to the
bookstore together.
Later that day, he says, the
woman asked him for a date,
which he declined. It was only
after she learned from social
media that he had gone out
with another woman that she
filed the complaint, he says.
Although he was ordered to
have no contact with the woman, Goetz says, the university
permitted him to remain on
campus, attend classes, serve in
the student Senate and run for
vice president. He was elected
March 2.
If the university “really felt
that the petitioner (Goetz) was
such a threat that expulsion
was the necessary remedy, why

did they wait nearly an entire
school year to impose the sanctions?” his lawsuit says.
The lawsuit also contends that
Goetz was denied due process
by the university throughout its
investigation and the university
“failed to meet the burden of
proof of providing competent
substantial evidence.”
He was not allowed to see
the text message evidence
submitted by the woman or the
statement of allegations she
made against him, the suit says.
He also was denied the opportunity to cross-examine her
because she was permitted to
submit written testimony rather
than appearing for testimony at
the conduct board hearing.
“At Samuel’s hearing, there
were three students and one
faculty member,” Goetz’s
attorney, Mark O’Brien,
told The Crow’s Nest. “The
complaining witness did not
testify nor could we force her
to testify. There is no right
to cross-examination. At the
end of an hour hearing, three
students ended Samuel’s
academic life, so, yes, the
process is unfair.”
Goetz, who withdrew from
his classes before the hearing,
has no intention of seeking
re-enrollment at the university, his suit says.
He asks the court to overturn his expulsion and remove
the blot on his record.
Goetz is “19 years old and
standing at the proverbial
fork in the road,” the suit
says. “He is hoping that you
(the court) will allow him
the opportunity to pursue his
education elsewhere without
a formal expulsion on his
record to follow him for the
rest of his life and potentially
prohibit him from ever pursuing law school and his dream
of becoming an attorney.”

JONAH HINEBAUGH | THE CROW’S NEST

Swift Departure: Goetz shakes the hand of a student after being elected in March 2017. His resignation forced David Thompson to appoint a new vice president.
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Parking meter rates increase 50 percent over summer
By Anna Bryson
annabryson@mail.usf.edu

“The intent of increasing the
rates for the short-term time period is to help mitigate demands
in these areas by encouraging
people to park in areas that are
cheaper and improving turnover,” the study said.
The city also implemented
one free hour parking at Sundial,
Municipal Services Center and
South Core parking garages,
which city planners hope will
influence the usage of parking
garages, leaving street parking
for those willing to pay for it.
Meanwhile, the increased
meter hours and fees has faced
stark criticism from downtown
visitors and shop owners, who
spoke to The Crow’s Nest.
Mickey’s Cafe & Organics
owner, Mickey Paleologos, said
the new parking regulations have
hurt his business tremendously.
“It’s a huge problem and lots
of people circle around and
can’t find a spot. A lot of peo-

ple just don’t come downtown
anymore,” Paleologos said.
USF St. Petersburg students also
complain about a lack of parking
on downtown’s Central strip.
Junior criminology and
psychology major, Charlotte
Samson, expressed her frustration with the new parking prices, and said it deters her from
going to some of her favorite
coffee shops on Central Avenue
to study and do homework.
“Parking in St. Pete was
already hard enough. I used to
go to the coffee shops to get
homework done, but now I
don’t,” she said.
Senior psychology major, Jared Bolton, works at a
restaurant on Beach Drive NE,
and said he has felt the pain of
St. Petersburg’s crowded street
parking situation.
“We all pay a lot of money to
park just to work and when St.
Pete has events that we don’t

know about, we either have to
pay more or we drive around forever trying to find parking and we
end up late to work,” Bolton said.
The city collects $8 million
a year from parking. With the
new regulations, an additional $500,000 will be added to
city revenue, and the money

ing across college campuses
nationwide. Out of 33,279
students surveyed, 6.7 percent
hen she takes it she feels took a stimulant prescription
wired and in control.
drug like Ritalin or Adderall in
The psychology
the last 12 months, according
major, who wishes to remain
to the Fall 2016 National Colanonymous, is one of thousands lege Health Assessment data.
of college students taking AdAdderall is prescribed to treat
derall to focus on schoolwork.
attention deficit hyperactivity
Stimulant use is sweepdisorder (ADD) by heightening
the patient’s
ability to
focus and pay
attention for
long periods of time.
Students
commonly
buy the drug
through black
market websites or get
the prescription from a
COURTESY OF TONY WEBSTER | FLICKR
doctor and
For the Grades: Turning to Adderall to focus, students
illegally share
find themselves tethered to the addictive stimulant.

it with other students.
The psychology major said
the drug increases her drive
and motivation to do schoolwork. She originally tried the
drug from a friend who sold
them at her high school, but it
wasn’t until college that she
got addicted. Now she takes up
to three pills a day.
The psychology major
said she spends $25 to $50 a
week on Adderall -- the larger
amount when she has more
schoolwork or tests.
“I felt like a better version of
me on it,” she said.
When she first started using
Adderall, her grades improved
instantly and she had the energy
to concentrate on schoolwork.
But as her grades went up,
her health declined. She often
has trouble sleeping and some
nights, gets no sleep at all.
She’s not the only student at
the university willing to take

the risk. A business management major, who also wishes
to remain anonymous, said he
started using Adderall this year.
“It definitely helps me review
material or write papers. I feel
like a switch is turned on in
my brain and I am go, go, go,”
he said. “ It pushes me to do
something at all times whereas
before I discovered Adderall, I would be taking a break
every five minutes, constantly
looking at my phone or playing
drums with my pencil.”
Despite the pros of taking
Adderall for these students,
there are also many drawbacks.
Lack of appetite and lack of
sleep are only a few symptoms
of drug misuse.
“The most commonly misused prescription drug on college campuses are stimulants
and Adderall falls under that
drug category,” said Dr. Anita
Sahgal, director of the USFSP

By Noel Mullins
Contributor

ern’s seafood supplier, located
on Fourth Street S.
Dale Mastry, owner of Mastry’s
Bait & Tackle, told Herzhauser
that it helped lower the fly population at his establishment.
Herzhauser and Kennedy,
unsure as to how the fly issue
grew to be so prevalent in the
first place, decided to give the
bucket a try.
“We had a few ideas as to
what had caused the fly epidemic over summer, but this
was the worst any of us have
experienced in our careers
here. It’s upsetting when guests
complain about an issue that
you are trying to resolve but
can’t,” said Kennedy.
Many thought that the transition into summer was what
brought the flies out in hordes,
but Herzhauser said it was in
conjunction with the tearing
down of the old building just
behind The Tavern, which once
housed the administration for
the College of Graduate Studies.
“I’m not sure if anything was

I

f you’re just back in town
for the fall semester, you
are bound to notice one big
change in downtown St. Petersburg: Parking prices in the area
have jumped 50 percent.
The city increased the $1
an hour parking meter rate to
$1.50 on Beach Drive, and
ended free parking on Central
Avenue on weekends.
They also extended meter hours
until 10 p.m. on Beach Drive and
8 p.m. on Central Avenue.
Downtown residential permits
in business areas will be scaled
back, allowing residents to park
for unlimited periods of time at
no charge. Paid parking around
campus will not be affected.
The new parking regulations
were created following a downtown and Edge District parking
study completed in May.

collected will be used to create
more paid parking, as part of
the city’s long term plan.
City planners hope that by
raising prices of street parking,
downtown visitors will be encouraged to park in the garages.
Information for this article
was gathered from WFLA.

JONAH HINEBAUGH | THE CROW’S NEST

Rising Prices: Despite a spike in city meter parking, paid parking around
campus will stay the same.

Despite rate of addiction, some students turn to Adderall to focus
By Paris Hadley
Contributor

W

Wellness Center.
“Using prescription drugs
that aren’t intended for you can
result in serious health conditions —some of which are
fatal,” Sahgal said. “Abusing
medications intended to treat
ADHD can cause irregular
heartbeats, deadly seizures, reduced appetite, agitations, high
body temperature, insomnia,
high blood pressure, anxiety
and paranoia.”
Sahgal said students are
opting for drugs in order to
complete their assignments
instead of strengthening their
time managements skills.
The psychology major said
she has since stopped using
Adderall but she’s had difficulty managing her schoolwork
without it.
“I am back to having that same
problem (not being able to concentrate). I am just trying to cope
with it in other ways,” she said.

The proof’s in the bucket, Tavern owner solves fly problem

O

ver the summer, the
owner and manager of
The Tavern at Bayboro
had a problem: flies.
Every time customers tried
to eat a meal or wash it down
with ice-cold beer, flies would
buzz around them on the patio
outside the restaurant.
Owner, Tom Herzhauser and
assistant manager, Craig Kennedy, tried every method in the
book to get rid of them: bleach
the deck, use fans to blow the
flies away, even the old pennyin-the-water-bag method —
nothing worked.
Then, Herzhauser found
the solution inside a five
gallon bucket.
The solution isn’t an elegant
one, but it works: it’s a makeshift fly trap commonly used
by fishermen. The trap includes
a fly bait chemical and a couple
pieces of shrimp from The
Tavern’s stock of seafood.

When he set the bucket up,
the results were immediate.
“I would put three pieces of
shrimp down and sprinkle a little bit of that stuff right there,”
Herzhauser said, pointing to
the blue chemical fly bait, “It
attracts them and it’s a nerve
agent, so it takes them down.
Another comes along and they
touch one of the ones laying
there, and they also become affected and go down as well. It’s
kind of weird because I would
see flies next to the bucket,
on the ground, just spinning
around upside down. It works.”
Within three weeks, the large
bucket they placed on the deck
accumulated thousands of
flies and was a quarter of the
way full. When the time came
to remove the bucket in the
last week of July, Herzhauser
estimates that it held around
100,000 dead flies.
Herzhauser found the do-ityourself bucket fly trap tactic
on his weekly trip to the Mastry’s Bait & Tackle, the Tav-

in there, I mean the building was
vacated for an extended period
of time. It all happened when
they started to break this building down, all of the sudden I had
a fly problem,” said Herzhauser.
The Tavern managed to get
things resolved just in time
for their new menu release
this fall. Business is sure to

be in full swing this semester
without the problem of flies
landing in a customer’s cold
one or on The Tavern’s legendary grouper sandwiches.
“Every day we are hearing
positive comments from customers about the fly situation
being resolved. The proof is in
the bucket,” Kennedy said.

TIMOTHY FANNING | THE CROW’S NEST

Lord of the Flies: Tavern owner Tom Herzhauser holds up a five gallon
bucket, similar to the one he used to solve the summer fly problem.

ADMINS, continued from P1
can publish things to
other students,” said Devin
Rodriguez, editor-in-chief
in 2016 - 2017. “This is a
place for students to grow,
a place for students to
speak unhindered, and any
movement by faculty or
administrators to put more
nets or obstacles in that path
goes against what a student
newspaper stands for.”
“I think there’s a hell of an
advantage to being thrown
in the position to have to run
this thing,” said Guinn, now
a city government reporter
for The Ledger in Lakeland.
“I mean you can’t not have a
newspaper, so you have to put
something in it every week,
and being responsible for that
really sharpens the senses in
ways that are so significant to
your career later.”
Articles were ‘untimely’
The Crow’s Nest now
comes under the university
administration’s office of
Student Life and Engagement,
which is the umbrella over
Student Government, the
Harborside Activities Board,
the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, and Campus
Recreation department.
The newspaper’s annual
budget, which this year is
$48,387, comes out of students’
activities and service fees and
is set each year by Student
Government. The newspaper has
an adviser – an adjunct instructor
and former editor at the Tampa
Bay Times – but student editors
make the final decisions.
Talk of a new home for
the paper began last spring,
according to Martin Tadlock,
the regional vice chancellor of
academic affairs.
He said Regional Chancellor
Sophia Wisniewska asked him to
inquire about various models of
collegiate journalism and how the
journalism faculty here interacts
with the student newspaper.
“We were looking at
academic planning all of last
year. We have new initiatives
rolling out over the next five
years, and this was just one of
those inquiries I was making
about how things work here
at USFSP,” said Tadlock, who
became vice chancellor of
academic affairs in July 2016.
These inquiries came after
the newspaper published
articles that the university felt
were untimely, he said.
“There were some concerns

about a couple of the stories that
were published in The Crow’s
Nest. One was about (Arts and
Sciences) Dean Frank Biafora
near the end of the search
process with St. Pete College,
and that story came out when he
was a finalist for the (president’s)
position,” said Tadlock.
“The search was still
underway, which is a very
sensitive time to have an
article of the dean over
here who is a finalist for the
position over there.”
(The Crow’s Nest story was
published April 17 – seven
days after St. Petersburg
College announced the names
of the five finalists for its
presidency and six days after a
story about it appeared in the
Tampa Bay Times.)
“There was another story
about a staff member who
had left the university at the
same time that individual
was applying for a position
somewhere else,” said Tadlock.
“And the time again had a
very negative impact on that
person’s ability to get a job
somewhere else.”
Tadlock said he could not recall
the name of the staff member.
“The timing of those two
stories definitely contributed
to me being asked about The
Crow’s Nest, how it’s organized
and how it functions,”
said Tadlock. “I answer to
(Wisniewska), so when she
asks me a question about any
area in academic affairs I go
and find out and get answers to
help educate her.”
Wisniewska told
The Crow’s Nest that
administrators are looking
for the best possible structure
for the student newspaper.
“We’re looking at providing
the most sensible and most
educationally beneficial
structure for the student
writers,” said Wisniewska,
who added that some students
have complained to her about
the paper. “We’re having
conversations with the
guidance of the journalism
faculty but have not made
decisions, as far as I know.”
Thompson, the Student
Government president, said he
brought concerns to Tadlock
over the summer.
Thompson said he wanted to
ensure the newspaper has better
academic support and to avoid
potential conflicts of interest
between Student Government,

which funds the newspaper,
and the paper, which covers
Student Government.
In 2016-2017, the
newspaper’s budget was
$50,155. Last spring, the
student Senate – citing a
looming decline in revenue
from student activities fees
– tentatively cut the paper’s
budget for 2017-2018 to
$42,648 while increasing
the budgets for several other
campus organizations.
After editors protested,
the Senate raised the budget
to $45,648. A Senate leader
said the paper’s sometimes
skeptical coverage of Student
Government did not figure in
the budget deliberations.
Referring to that episode,
Thompson said he wanted to
ensure that The Crow’s Nest
is protected from any form of
malpractice or abuse of power
in the future.

“This is a place
for students to
grow, a place for
students to speak
unhindered, and
any movement
by faculty or
administrators
to put more nets
or obstacles
in that path
goes against
what a student
newspaper
stands for.”
“We were also thinking that
the (journalism) department
has people in the journalism
field who can assist and
provide and potentially make
contributing to The Crow’s
Nest a mandatory part of
the Journalism and Digital
Communication degree,”
Thompson said.
A ‘boutique department’
Frank LoMonte is a
journalist-turned-lawyer
who for nearly a decade was
executive director of the
Student Press Law Center, a
Washington-based nonprofit
organization dedicated to
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Academic Planning: Sophia Wisniewska and Martin Tadlock want to improve the newspapers’ relationship with
the community, as well as to inquire about the best oversight model for The Crow’s Nest.
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Run don’t Run: Frank LoMonte warned that the university should be cautious about giving the adviser too much editorial power over the newspaper.

educating and defending high
school and college journalists.
LoMonte, who is now
director of the Brechner Center
for Freedom of Information
at the University of Florida,
said the model Thompson
describes has worked fairly
well on some campuses. But
he warned that the paper’s
content could become the
journalism department’s de
facto responsibility.
“It does open up a
sense that people on the
journalism faculty are
being given that assignment
because people (in
administration) want to see
them directly involving
themselves in those
editorial content decisions,”
LoMonte said.
Elliott, the chair of the
journalism department,
told The Crow’s Nest the
department does not want
that responsibility.
“I think there are some
colleges and universities
that have really good
journalism departments that
do collegiate journalism.
We are not one of them,”
said Elliott. “We’re a very
small, boutique department.
There are some things we
do extraordinarily well,
and I don’t think that our
journalism faculty would
be interested in picking up
collegiate journalism as an
area of focus.”
In a meeting Friday, the
journalism faculty agreed
with Elliott.
Members of the
administration have
complained to them about
Crow’s Nest coverage,
journalism professors said,
but it is best to leave the
publication in the hands
of student editors who are
learning the craft.
“Our university does a
fabulous job of doing open
meetings and being transparent
in its operations,” Elliott said
in an interview. “But at the
same time it’s kind of like a
philosophical question of how
does a community like the
university function well when
it’s being scrutinized by people
within the community?
“I would argue that is
an important role for any
university that is all about
preparing students to be active
citizens in a democracy,” she
said. “The best practice we can
give students in journalism or

any other field is to help them
learn how to think critically
about the environment in which
they find themselves.”
Elliott said she will seek
to arrange “educational
opportunities for the entire
college community” – including
top administrators – on the role
of the student press on campus.
Role and responsibilities
The first opportunity came
Aug. 14, when LoMonte
came to campus at Elliott’s
invitation to speak about the
role and responsibilities of
student journalists.
His talk attracted more
than three dozen people,
including five former Crow’s
Nest editors-in-chief and
most of the current staff and
journalism faculty. Wisniewska
and Tadlock both put in brief
appearances.
LoMonte spoke to the
problems that college
newspapers face when
housed under a journalism
department – as proposed
here – or a school’s student
life department, where The
Crow’s Nest is now.
LoMonte said one of the
benefits of putting student
media under student life is that
it establishes journalism as more
of an extracurricular activity.
“I think that journalism
should not be regarded as an
academic activity because
then you get academics, well
intentioned or not, trying to
micromanage” the paper,
LoMonte said.
The College Media
Association, a collegiate media
advocacy group, frowns on
advisers who require student
reporters to submit their work
to them before publication,
LoMonte said.
Instead, advisers should have
an open door policy, where
students can bring drafts of
articles to be looked over and
edited before publication.
“It’s only when the adviser
says, ‘I’m going to take the
‘run-or-don’t-run’ decision’
out of the hands of the student
editors,” said LoMonte.
“That runs a bit of risk of
blurring that otherwise clear
line of non-responsibility on
the part of the institution.
Keeping that relationship
truly advisory in nature and
not where the adviser wears
the super editor or the super
publisher hat is really the safest
thing legally for everybody.”

WOW, continued from P1
gathered on the Harbor
Lawn to experience opening
day and a free BBQ by the
Beach. There were multiple
inflatable activities, leader
games and a DJ.
Compass peer coach,
Sadandre Jackson, a junior
psychology major, worked
alongside other peer coaches
to help engage students in
event activities.
“I like the impact that these
events have on students,”
Jackson said. “I like the

carnival because I really
enjoyed the music and I like to
do dance battles.”
Carter Brantley, a mass
communications freshmen, is
most excited about the Island
Party on Monday night at the
Coquina Pool.
“I am excited about the Island
Party because there will be a lot
of people there and it looks like
the most fun,” said Brantley.
On Tuesday from 8 –10
p.m., students can participate
in HAB’s annual Casino Night

in the University Student
Center. Blackjack, Texas
Hold’em, music and many
other party activities.
According to HAB
president, Kevin Patrick, there
will be a lot of new and larger
prizes than last year.
“I am really excited to see
all the new kids come in and to
see how fun it is to work these
events. It is really cool to show
new students that they belong
here —to feel that moment
of clarity,” said Patrick, a

marketing junior.
HAB is the main
programming board on
campus. Its goal is to
promote student engagement
through abundant cultural,
social and educational
activities that encourage oncampus student life. It is run
by a committee comprised
of multiple teams that work
together to plan and promote
events for students to attend.

Wondering about your new campus? We’ve got A’s to (some of) your Q’s

H

i, freshmen and other
newcomers. Welcome
to USF St. Petersburg.
Bet you have lots of questions about the school that will
be your home for the next few
years. Here are the answers to
some of them.
Why is a school in the
west-central part of the state
called the University of South
Florida?
When the Florida Legislature
authorized a new state university back in 1956, it became
the southernmost university in
the state. (The only universities
back then were the University of Florida in Gainesville
and Florida State and Florida
A&M in Tallahassee). Legislators campaigning for a fourth
university thought the name
South Florida would help get
the support of legislators in the
southern part of the state. They
were right.
What is the relationship between USF Tampa and USF
St. Petersburg?
With approximately 42,800
students (in 2016-2017), USF
Tampa is much bigger. But
USFSP (4,700 students) is way
cooler. Those campuses, along
with USF Sarasota-Manatee
(2,100 students), are part of
the USF system, which is run
by president Judy Genshaft
(who is based in Tampa) and a
13-member Board of Trustees.
How many academic colleges are on campus?
There are three: The College
of Arts and Sciences (which
had 1,608 undergrads and graduate students in 2016-2017),
the College of Business (1,195)
and the College of Education
(314). The College of Marine
Science (106 grad students) is
also here, but it is an academic
unit of USF Tampa.
Does our campus have a
student government?
Yes. It consists of an executive cabinet led by President
David Thompson, a legislative
body called the senate, and a
supreme court. Student Government elections are held in
the fall and again in the spring,
and voter turnout is usually
poor. That’s unfortunate. Stu-

dent Government helps decide
how to spend the $3.3 million
that is raised annually through
students’ activities and service
fees. For 2017-2018 Student
Government has a budget of
$199,054.
What’s the story behind
the statue of a bull on Harbor
Walk in front of the University Student Center?
The 850-pound bronze statue
was installed by Student Government in February 2013. The
cost? About $10,000. It’s said
to be anatomically correct, if
you care to check.
How did the bull become
the USF mascot?
Since cattle-raising was important in Florida, the “Golden
Brahman” was selected in
1962. By the late 1980s, that
had evolved into the Bulls.
Rocky the Bull was first trademarked in 1974. And the “Go
Bulls” hand signal – with the
index and pinky fingers extended upward, like horns – apparently started as a good luck
gesture for free-throw shots at
basketball games on the Tampa
campus.
What’s the story on the
nearby airport?
Some of the planes that take
off and land there seem to
come awfully close to the tops
of campus buildings.
That’s Albert Whitted Airport, which has been around
since 1929 – far longer than
our campus and most of the
institutions in St. Petersburg.
Because part of the campus
lies beneath the flight path of
the main runway the height of
our buildings is limited. City
codes, Florida law and rules of
the Federal Aviation Commission don’t allow tall buildings.
Compiled from Crow’s Nest
files; the work of historian
James Anthony Schnur, the
former special collections
librarian at the Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library; websites of
USF St. Petersburg; the Tampa
Bay Times; the Tampa Tribune;
and “From Mangroves to Major League: A Timeline of St.
Petersburg, Florida,” by Rick
Baker.

Get to
know the
“Know It
All’s Guide”
By Kayla Jensen
Contributor

W

hen freshman Brooke
Nolan wanted to
start a theater club
on campus, she knew exactly
where to go. Instead of pinning flyers to bulletin boards,
she went to the Know It All’s
Guide to Knowing It All, the
university’s No.1 Facebook
source for information.
Within hours of Nolan’s
post, students, staff and faculty
were commenting, signing up
and tagging friends that might
be interested in joining. Commenters even told her about
past theater groups on campus.
By the end of the day, Nolan
knew she needed to contact
Veronica Matthews, Academic
Program Specialist, and that at
least three students were interested in joining the club.
Before the Know It All’s
Guide to Knowing It All was
created, students had to wait
hours or even days to receive
answers for campus or city
inquiries. Now they receive a
reply within minutes of posting.
Entrepreneurship graduate
Mark Lombardi-Nelson created
the guide in December 2010 as
a means for sharing information and to encourage dialogue
— for students by students.
“We recognized there was a
void in student communication
and we created the guide with the
intent to fill that gap,” Lombardi-Nelson told The Crow’s Nest.
“(Before the guide), almost
all information, events, dialogue and opportunities meant
for students were distributed
across individual organizations
and departments,” he said.
“The most common complaint
back then was ‘I wish I would
have known that ‘X’ was happening or possible.’”
Since its inception, the
Facebook discussion board has
racked up over 4,000 members
and logs hundreds of posts and
comments every month.
The page is especially helpful
for students who take online
classes and still want to get the
latest news on upcoming events
and chat with fellow classmates.
The Know It All’s page is
a public group and everyone
is welcome to join, including
graduates and professors.
Members compose posts of
all types, including direct questions about upcoming events
or courses; updates on campus
or local policies; requests for
roommates, volunteers and
nannies; advertisements for
items for purchase; and towards the end of the year, questions filtered in during the rush
and confusion of graduation.
“It’s still a powerful communication medium if moderated
properly. As an alum, it’s one
of the first places I go to share
workplace and professional
opportunities that would be
high value for students,”Lombardi-Nelson said.
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To be true leaders, we must stand up to hate

THE
CROW’S NEST
The Crow’s Nest is committed to providing
its readers with news relevant to the University of South Florida St. Petersburg and
its surrounding community. The Crow’s
Nest abides by the highest ethical standards
and focuses on stories that help readers
make informed decisions on current issues.
We take seriously the public’s trust in our
news reporting and strive to uphold the
highest standards of reporting as defined
by the Society of Professional Journalists.
Opinions in this newspaper do not necessarily represent those of the administration,
faculty or student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Student Life Center
Office 2400
140 Seventh Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
(727) 873-4113
usfcrowsnest@gmail.com
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Editor’s note:
The college town of Charlottesville, Va. became the scene of
deadly chaos on August 12, after a rally to protest the removal
of a statue of Robert E. Lee.
Student Body President David
Thompson, who came into
office in May, joined nearly
100 other campus presidents
addressing the tragedy.
In a joint statement last week,
the presidents wrote, “College campuses are spaces that
students should be able to call
home, not places of violence,
hate, and racism. Students
should always feel welcome
and safe at our incredible
higher education institutions,
never having to fear for their
personal well-being.”
hen I ran to be student body president,
I wanted to be a
president for the entire campus,
not just for those on the Harborside Activities Board or in the
Black Student Association — or

W
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Letters to The Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the
editor. All submissions should be no
more than 500 words. Writers must
include their full name. In addition,
USF faculty should include their title,
department and extension. All letters
are subject to editing for clarity and
length. Letters can be sent to
michaelmoor@mail.usf.edu
with subject title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP are permitted
one copy per issue. Where available,
additional copies may be purchased
for 10 cents each by contacting the
newspaper’s editor-in-chief or managing editor. Newspaper theft is a crime.
Those who violate the single copy rule
may be subject to civil and criminal
prosecution and/or university disci-

they were treated.
So, to have the President of
the United States equivocate
the actions of counter protestors to the Ku Klux Klan,
Neo-Nazis and white nationalists, was not only a lapse
in judgment, but a slap in the
face to everyone who has experienced discrimination at the
hands of these groups.
Words matter.
Regardless of your title,
whether it be the President of
the United States, or the student body president of a small
public university in the Tampa
Bay area, your words matter.
So, when I saw the events that
unfolded in The University of
Virginia and at large in Charlottesville, Virginia, I did not
know what to say.

However, I knew I needed to
say something. Oftentimes, I
think that we as leaders forget
that we are not only judged
based on our actions and accomplishments, but also by the things
that we say and by the tone that
we set for our organizations.
So, to the students at USFSP:
I hear you.
My commitment to you is not
only to accomplish the items I
campaigned on, but to be a true
leader, to stand up for you, to
champion your voices, and to
be best that I can be.
And to those who wish to
spread hate, racism, sexism,
or bigotry, know that you have
no place on this campus. Your
values are not our values, and
your actions do not represent
who we are nor will they represent who we will become.
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No Place Here: On Aug. 12, a car plowed into a group of counter protesters in Charlottesville, Va. killing one and injuring 19.

Letter from the Editor: For students, by students

Anna Bryson
A&E Editor

Design

even in Student Government.
As one of the first African-American student body
president at USF St. Petersburg,
I’ve worked hard to achieve a
balancing act: representing the
entire student body but also
knowing what being a minority
is like, and how harmful it can
be when your leaders don’t show
concern for your wellbeing.
However, it is in moments like
these that I’m acutely reminded
of my blackness. In an arena
still dominated by white men,
I must make sure that minority voices aren’t pushed to the
side, like they so often are.
For many of those who are
reading this, what happened
in Charlottesville may seem
distant —both physically and
historically— but for people
like me, it seems like yesterday.
Slavery, the Civil War, Jim
Crow and segregation were
only a few generations ago.
I can directly trace my lineage
back to Jamaica and identify
slaves in my family and where
they were held, and others can
too. For many of us, the wounds
of the past are still fresh.
My grandmother was born
in an era where most black
people couldn’t take out a
mortgage or even buy a home
if a white person wasn’t there
to vouch for them.
When my parents were born,
segregation was still happening, and believe me, they can
tell you stories about the ways

Senior Journalism and Media
Studies major

D

ear students,
Fall semester is upon
us.The dog days of
summer are almost over, the
new academic school year is set
to begin and your local campus
newspaper is back.
My name is Michael, and I’m
the editor-in-chief of The Crow’s
Nest, a paper written and edited
by students for students.
I speak for all of the staff when
I say that we’re incredibly excited to deliver the news to you
over the course of the next year.
Some of you might not
know me. I completed my
associate of arts degree from
State College of Florida and
then had a brief stint studying literature and classics at
New College of Florida in
Sarasota before transferring
to USF St. Petersburg.
But I grew bored of literature.
I found it difficult to read about
symbolism when there were real
stories happening all around me
that weren’t being told.

In fifth grade, it was singing
the lunch menu items during
the school’s morning news segment; today, it’s informing the
student body about the latest
happenings on campus.
A few fun facts about me:
I’m a trivia geek and national
quiz bowl champion, a craft
beer enthusiast, a black belt in
taekwondo and an obsessive
sports fan —especially when it
comes to combat sports.
But here’s the only thing
you really need to know about
me: I have a fierce love for
journalism and am dedicated to
bringing you the news that you
need and deserve.
I spent the summer interning for my hometown paper,
the Bradenton Herald. There I
braved the winds of a tropical
storm, chased a fire at a tire

factory and spent a few 15
hour days covering a murder
trial. All of this prepared me
to be your campus newspaper’s editor.
But it’s not just me: I am so
proud of this year’s staff. We
have a team of editors, reporters and staff members that are
poised and capable of giving
you the best product possible.
Our team has worked tirelessly over the summer to ensure
that your campus paper is the
best it can be.
So, what can you expect
from this year?
For starters, a stronger digital
presence. We aren’t just your
school newspaper, we are your
source for all things happening
on or around campus. While
our weekly print publication
will always remain central to
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Meet the Cast: (From left to right) Dinorah Prevost, Whitney Elfstorm,
Michael Moore Jr., Timothy Fanning, Savannah Gibbs and Lis Casanova.
Jonah Hinebaugh, Delaney Brown and Anna Bryson are not shown.

what The Crow’s Nest is, we
are constantly evolving. This
year, you can expect videos,
audio and more.
We will also be rolling out a
different news cycle —one that
not only features the weekly
stories in print that you’ve
grown accustomed to for nearly
50 years, but one that will see
smaller, daily online stories,
bringing news to you in a more
timely manner.
We aim to be more interactive.
Here at The Crow’s Nest, we
value your feedback. We don’t
just want to give you the news
—we want to know what you
think about it. As such, we aim
to provide you with more opportunities for things like letters to
the editors, guest columns and
social media engagement.
Expect to see a lot of changes
in this paper over the next year.
One thing that won’t change,
however, is our commitment to
bringing you the information
that is important. With your
help, we will always do our
best to be the campus newspaper that you deserve.
If you have an event you want
covered or know of an issue
around campus that should be
highlighted, come see us on the
second floor of the Student Life
Center in room 2400 or contact
us via e-mail at usfcrowsnest@
gmail.com. For those interested
in writing for us, feel free to
come to one of our contributor
meetings, held Tuesdays at 4:00
p.m. Our office is always open
to you, our readers.
Sincerely, Michael More Jr.
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Review: Netflix’s new supergroup rallies after slow beginning

By Jeffrey Waitkevich
Contributor

A

fter Marvel’s “The
Avengers” crushed its
opening weekend, superhero team-ups have been spreading across the silver screen.
Now, Netflix wants to bring
that recipe for success to their
streaming platform, in full
binge-worthy glory.
Released in full Aug. 18, “The
Defenders” hits all the right
notes of a superhuman mash-up
tying together the heroes of the
other four Netflix Marvel shows.
The heroes come from
Netflix’s four other Marvel TV
shows: “Daredevil,” “Jessica Jones,” “Luke Cage” and
“Iron Fist.” Opposing this super team is Alexandra, played
by Sigourney Weaver, and The
Hand, a group that was previously featured in “Daredevil”
and “Iron Fist.”
Similar to the Avengers, the
Defenders are battling to protect New York City. However,
rather than fighting off an alien
invasion, this Marvel team is
combating the five villains that
make up The Hand.
But where the Avengers
team felt larger than life,
“The Defenders” harnesses a
gritty, street-rat realism that
feels closer to Hell’s Kitchen
then Manhattan.

Jessica Jones and Luke Cage
have superhuman strength but
they never feel unstoppable.
Iron Fist actually seems to use
his glowing fists for more than
making doors out of walls.
The result is a bunch of
ragtag underdogs fighting The
Hand, a well-equipped team
with Kung Fu mastery and
fading immortality.
While Alexandra is supposed to be the main villain,
she’s mostly all talk. Her team
of villains does nearly all the
fighting and her only real battle
is with her newfound mortality.
Thankfully, Alexandra resurrects a major character from the
“Daredevil” series, Elektra, who
outshines her in every way.
A lot of the supporting cast
from the four source shows
bring some much needed character and comedy to the show.
Misty Knight, from Luke Cage;
Colleen Wing of Iron Fist; and
Claire Temple, who has appeared in each show, all combine with solid B-plot stories.
The two memorable characters Foggy Nelson and Karen
Page from “Daredevil” and
Malcom and Trish from “Jessica Jones” are essentially useless. It almost feels as though
they were only included so
every show would be equally
represented.
The plot is fantastic but is
dragged down by a slow start.

The first three episodes provide half-baked introductions
to the characters that essentially erase any overlying themes
from their respective shows.
Only giving minor nods to
the racial conflict in “Luke
Cage” and the sexual assault
themes in “Jessica Jones”-Daredevil’s and Iron Fist’s
identity crises are the only ones
that carry over.
Once the team comes together and the Defenders are
formed, everything seems to be
exceptionally executed. Elektra’s development is riveting,
while the team learning to coexist fuels the rest of the plot.
Aesthetically, the show is also
sound. The fight scenes —of
which there are plenty— are
beautiful displays of finesse
through martial arts, brutality, super strength and steel-hard skin.
However, the fight scenes
get redundant when too many
henchmen get involved. The
transition between scenes
is also a glaring weakness.
Instead of a smooth transition
into the next scene, randomly
cut visuals are thrown around
before a new scene opens.
The soundtrack was a
weak side character which
mostly fluffed scenes and
was barely noticeable.
This is a surprise, considering
that “Luke Cage” and “Iron
Fist” both had powerhouse

COURTESY OF MARVEL STUDIOS

Packed Punches: New supergroup “The Defenders” further develops
well-known characters in an action-packed arc that should pave the way for
more Netflix crossovers.

soundtracks that radically
affected the atmosphere of the
show. In “The Defenders,” it
felt like the soundtrack was
thrown in as a formality, rather
than as something with purpose.
As for the future of the
Marvel Netflix universe, “The
Defenders” set up the following seasons of the four individual shows well. It is hard to tell

if there will be a second season
of “The Defenders” or if it was
used like one of Marvel’s annual comic book events.
Nonetheless, it should
allow for more crossover
among the superhero shows
in the future—something DC
Comics has done well with its
own quartet of superhero TV
shows on CW.

W hat to do t h i s week: Au g u s t 2 1 - 2 5
By Lis Casanova
lis@mail.usf.edu

MONDAY
WATCH OUT: Even if you’ve
been living under a rock, you
probably still know about the
total eclipse — it’s only the
biggest astronomical event in
our lifetimes. For those of us
who can’t head north to the
main viewing sites, Floridians
will still get to see a portion
of the eclipse. Join in on the
Great American Solar Eclipse
Viewing Party happening from
1–4 p.m. at Harbor Walk.
First 50 guests will receive
solar glasses.
PUPS & POPS: Feeling the
first-day-of-class stress yet?
Fear not because puppies are
coming to your rescue. You
read right, Puppies And Popsicles from 1–4 p.m. outside the
University Student Center.
POOLSIDE: As college students, it’s important to reward
ourselves for things we accomplish, and getting through those
first days of classes is definitely “treat yo’ self” worthy.
On Monday, head over to the
Island Party at the Coquina
Pool from 8–11 p.m. There
will be food, music and plenty
of friends-to-be, PLUS, 200
“Pete Points.”

TUESDAY
DIY: Got time on your hands?
If so, get them crafting with
these two, back-to-back events.
The first, WOW DIY, from
11–2 p.m. at The Reef, will be
showing how to put patches on
backpacks, make aromatherapy
jars and how to create spray
can art for your room.
Then, Come Grow With Us,
from 2–4 p.m. outside of the
Student Life Center, where
you can paint a garden pot of
your choice while learning
about Alpha Phi Omega, a coed fraternity focused on leadership, friendship and service.
SPORTS: How’s your volleyball skills? Join the campus
Beach Volleyball Club! USFSP
Beach Volleyball will be sharing information on the club and
their upcoming tryouts from
11–1 p.m. at the USC Courts.
P.S., There will be ice cream.
Looking for something more
mild but still a bit wild? Try
the 4 Square Open Court and
Tournament at 6 p.m. outside
of the USC. Play for fun or for
cash prizes.
GAMES: It’s the second day
of classes and you’re feeling a
little bit more confident, but are
you feelin’ lucky? If so, seize
the opportunity and head over

to Casino Night from 8–10
p.m. at the USC Ballroom. Try
your hand at Blackjack, Texas
Hold’em or whatever else.
Prizes will be awarded.

WEDNESDAY
DIY: Beat the Hump Day
humdrum with some leisurely
crafting. DIY Bookmark will
be available all day, from 10
a.m.–10 p.m. at the Nelson
Poynter Memorial Library.
ACTIVISM: Getting a college
degree is empowering, so why
not use that empowerment to
change things that are socially unjust? Join Ignite The
Change from 2–4 p.m. on
the lawn outside of the USC.
Hosted by Ignite, the social
justice immersion program, the
organization hopes to educate
students in advocacy, activism
and how to impact change.
SPORTS: Spikeball sounds
more dangerous that it is, but
it’s definitely worth a shot. Join
Spikeball Training and Tournament at 6 p.m. outside the
USC to learn the rules of the
game or, if you already know
how to play, a tournament to
win a cash prize.

THURSDAY
MEET N’ GREET: Get on

Board Day happens at the start
of every semester and it’s perhaps the most important career
building social on campus.
Explore more than 100 student
organizations and departments
from 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
along Harbor Walk.

USC Ballroom two and three.
The game will imitate other
games, such as “Minute to Win
It” and “Jeopardy” so bring a
sharp mind and some sharp,
quick-thinking friends. Winning team is guaranteed a $200
cash prize.

If you’re looking to get involved, build your resume or
join an extracurricular, this
is the place to be. And, once
you’re done checking that out,
go have some fun with the Get
on Board Day Excursion, 1–4
p.m. on Harbor Lawn. There
will be kayak rides, sailboats
and more!

FRIDAY

MATH JAM: Are you a math
wiz? Join the Math Club, or at
least check them out at their Ice
Cream Social, from 4–5 p.m.
at the USC Ballroom One.
SOCIAL: Week of Welcome
has no shortage of ice cream,
but this event bumps it up
a notch by adding in some
root beer to the mix. Stop by
what is basically a DIY Root
Beer Float party, officially
named Root Beer Keg and
Ice Cream Party, at 5 p.m.
outside the USC and meet all
the new faces.
GAMES: Finish off your night
with the Fast Cash Game
Show, from 7–10 p.m. in the

BDAY: The USC is still pretty
new —five years old on Friday
to be exact. And of course,
it’s getting a birthday party
celebration. The USC’s 5th
Birthday Celebration will
take place from 11–2 p.m. on
Harbor Walk and in the USC.
There will be live music, Mini
Golf, henna tattoos, a photo
booth and plenty of snacks.
DIVE IN: So you got through
your first week? “Treat yo’
self” and go watch a movie
featuring the lovely Zac Efron.
Dive In Movie: Neighbors 2
will be playing from 8–10:30
p.m. at Coquina Pool. So yes,
you get to swim around, watch
a movie, eat pizza, popcorn,
candy and drinks —this is college, after all.
Be sure to check out Crowsneststpete.com or our Facebook page for weekend event
listings and more upcoming
events.
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Reparation: Nevel and Cainion believe the solution to racism and white nationalism is to tear down the social systems where they thrive, to make St. Petersburg a model to the world to
seek unity through reparations to the black community.

Uhuru candidates push against white nationalism and racism
By Anna Bryson
annabryson@mail.usf.edu

P

rotesters gathered in front
of St. Petersburg City
Hall Wednesday in the
wake of the recent violence
between white nationalist protesters and counter protesters in
Charlottesville, Va.
The rally, organized by
Communities United for Reparations and Economic Development (CURED), marched
from City Hall on Fifth Street
N to the Police Department on
13th Street N as a stand against
white nationalism.
Speakers at the event included International People’s
Democratic Uhuru Movement

mayoral candidate Jesse Nevel
and District 6 City Council
hopeful Eritha “Akile” Cainon.
In their speeches, they drew
parallels between violence in
Charlottesville and the systematic white nationalism they say
continues in St. Petersburg.
Standing on the steps of the
City Hall, Nevel referred to
the building behind him as the
headquarters of white nationalist violence against the black
community. He drew a parallel
between the white nationalist
who drove a car through a
crowd of counter protesters in
Charlottesville, and the city of
St. Petersburg running an interstate through the black com-
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On the March: Protesters marched from City Hall on Fifth Street N to the
Police Department on 13th Street N as a stand against white nationalism.
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Justice for Teens: Cainon called for justice for Dominique Battle,
Ashaunti Butler and Laniya Miller, who drowned last year after driving a
stolen car into a pond.
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Parallels Between: Mayoral candidate Nevel said there is no difference between the violence in Charlottesville
and systematic white nationalism that continues in St. Petersburg.

munity, displacing an entire
neighborhood.
Nevel also cited the construction of Tropicana Field as an
instance of white nationalist
violence. According to him, it
was built on what was the oldest
black community in the city.
In Cainon’s speech, she said
that white nationalists don’t
always hold tiki torches and
yell Nazi chants. She said they
hide behind police badges and
in city hall.
Citing an auto theft incident last year where three
African-American teenage
girls drowned after driving a
stolen car into a pond during

a police chase, she believes
that the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Department murdered the girls, calling the
department criminals.
Cainion and Nevel both
believe the solution to racism
and white nationalism is to
tear down the social system
where they thrive. They have
hopes that St. Petersburg will
be a model to the world to seek
unity by giving reparations to
its black community.
Taylor Russell, a literature
and cultural studies graduate,
attended the march and said
that although the candidates’
platforms were something she

could get behind, she was perturbed that very little was said
of Charlottesville.
“The events in Charlottesville were sickening. I feel like
it’s our responsibility to show
up to any event that allows us
to voice our anger and intolerance towards white nationalist
and neo- nazis,” she said.
Russell believes that not
enough has been done to
the injustices and violence
against the black community
in St. Petersburg.
“It is our duty to stand up
for those voices and groups,”
she said.
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Take A Stand: Taylor Russell (left), literature and cultural studies graduate, said she could get behind the Nevel
and Cainon platforms, though organizers said very little of Charlottesville tragedy.

